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General Functions of a 
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•Exercising the authority with respect to selecting subordinate 

commanders, selecting combatant command staff, suspending 

subordinates, and convening courts-martial as delineated in 

Title 10, US Code, Section 164. 
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Common Functions of the 

Military Departments 

• To prepare forces and establish reserves of manpower, equipment, and supplies for the effective prosecution of war 

and military operations other than war and plan for the expansion of peacetime components to meet the needs of war.  

 

• To maintain in readiness mobile reserve forces, properly organized, trained, and equipped for employment in an 

emergency.  

 

• To provide adequate, timely, and reliable intelligence and counterintelligence for the Military Departments and other 

agencies as directed by competent authority  

 

• To recruit, organize, train, and equip interoperable forces for assignment to combatant commands.  

 

• To prepare and submit programs and budgets for their respective departments; justify before Congress budget requests 

as approved by the President; and administer the funds made available for maintaining, equipping, and training the 

forces of their respective departments, including those assigned to combatant commands. The budget submissions to the 

Secretary of Defense by the Military Departments will be prepared on the basis, among other things, of 

recommendations of combatant commanders and of Service component commanders of forces assigned to combatant 

commands.  

 

• To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques, and organization; and develop and procure weapons, equipment, and 

supplies essential to the fulfillment of the functions assigned by Chapter 6, title 10, United States Code and by 

Department of Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the Department of Defense and Its Major Components. 

 

• To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and maintain bases and other installations, including lines of communications, 

and to provide administrative and logistic support for all forces and bases unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 

Defense.  

 

• To provide, as directed, such forces, military missions, and detachments for service in foreign countries as may be 

required to support the national interest of the United States.  

 

• To assist in training and equipping the military forces of foreign nations.  

 

• To provide, as directed, administrative and logistic support to the headquarters of combatant commands, to include 

direct support of the development and acquisition of the command and control system of such headquarters.  

 

• To assist each other in the accomplishment of their respective functions, including the provisions of personnel, 

intelligence, training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services.  

 

•  To prepare and submit, in coordination with other Military Departments, mobilization information to the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 
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recommendations of combatant commanders and of 

Service component commanders of forces assigned 

to combatant commands. 



Common Functions of the 

Military Departments 

• To prepare forces and establish reserves of manpower, equipment, and supplies for the effective prosecution of war 

and military operations other than war and plan for the expansion of peacetime components to meet the needs of war.  

 

• To maintain in readiness mobile reserve forces, properly organized, trained, and equipped for employment in an 

emergency.  

 

• To provide adequate, timely, and reliable intelligence and counterintelligence for the Military Departments and other 

agencies as directed by competent authority  

 

• To recruit, organize, train, and equip interoperable forces for assignment to combatant commands.  

 

• To prepare and submit programs and budgets for their respective departments; justify before Congress budget requests 

as approved by the President; and administer the funds made available for maintaining, equipping, and training the 

forces of their respective departments, including those assigned to combatant commands. The budget submissions to the 

Secretary of Defense by the Military Departments will be prepared on the basis, among other things, of 

recommendations of combatant commanders and of Service component commanders of forces assigned to combatant 

commands.  

 

• To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques, and organization; and develop and procure weapons, equipment, and 

supplies essential to the fulfillment of the functions assigned by Chapter 6, title 10, United States Code and by 

Department of Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the Department of Defense and Its Major Components. 

 

• To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and maintain bases and other installations, including lines of communications, 

and to provide administrative and logistic support for all forces and bases unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 

Defense.  

 

• To provide, as directed, such forces, military missions, and detachments for service in foreign countries as may be 

required to support the national interest of the United States.  

 

• To assist in training and equipping the military forces of foreign nations.  

 

• To provide, as directed, administrative and logistic support to the headquarters of combatant commands, to include 

direct support of the development and acquisition of the command and control system of such headquarters.  

 

• To assist each other in the accomplishment of their respective functions, including the provisions of personnel, 

intelligence, training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services.  

 

•  To prepare and submit, in coordination with other Military Departments, mobilization information to the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 

To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques, 

and organization; and develop and procure 

weapons, equipment, and supplies essential to the 

fulfillment of the functions assigned by Chapter 6, 

title 10, United States Code and by Department of 

Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the 

Department of Defense and Its Major Components. 

 



Common Functions of the 

Military Departments 

• To prepare forces and establish reserves of manpower, equipment, and supplies for the effective prosecution of war 

and military operations other than war and plan for the expansion of peacetime components to meet the needs of war.  

 

• To maintain in readiness mobile reserve forces, properly organized, trained, and equipped for employment in an 

emergency.  

 

• To provide adequate, timely, and reliable intelligence and counterintelligence for the Military Departments and other 

agencies as directed by competent authority  

 

• To recruit, organize, train, and equip interoperable forces for assignment to combatant commands.  

 

• To prepare and submit programs and budgets for their respective departments; justify before Congress budget requests 

as approved by the President; and administer the funds made available for maintaining, equipping, and training the 

forces of their respective departments, including those assigned to combatant commands. The budget submissions to the 

Secretary of Defense by the Military Departments will be prepared on the basis, among other things, of 

recommendations of combatant commanders and of Service component commanders of forces assigned to combatant 

commands.  

 

• To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques, and organization; and develop and procure weapons, equipment, and 

supplies essential to the fulfillment of the functions assigned by Chapter 6, title 10, United States Code and by 

Department of Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the Department of Defense and Its Major Components. 

 

• To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and maintain bases and other installations, including lines of communications, 

and to provide administrative and logistic support for all forces and bases unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 

Defense.  

 

• To provide, as directed, such forces, military missions, and detachments for service in foreign countries as may be 

required to support the national interest of the United States.  

 

• To assist in training and equipping the military forces of foreign nations.  

 

• To provide, as directed, administrative and logistic support to the headquarters of combatant commands, to include 

direct support of the development and acquisition of the command and control system of such headquarters.  

 

• To assist each other in the accomplishment of their respective functions, including the provisions of personnel, 

intelligence, training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services.  

 

•  To prepare and submit, in coordination with other Military Departments, mobilization information to the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 

To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and 

maintain bases and other installations, 

including lines of communications, and to 

provide administrative and logistic support 

for all forces and bases unless otherwise 

directed by the Secretary of Defense. 

 



Common Functions of the 

Military Departments 

• To prepare forces and establish reserves of manpower, equipment, and supplies for the effective prosecution of war 

and military operations other than war and plan for the expansion of peacetime components to meet the needs of war.  

 

• To maintain in readiness mobile reserve forces, properly organized, trained, and equipped for employment in an 

emergency.  

 

• To provide adequate, timely, and reliable intelligence and counterintelligence for the Military Departments and other 

agencies as directed by competent authority  

 

• To recruit, organize, train, and equip interoperable forces for assignment to combatant commands.  

 

• To prepare and submit programs and budgets for their respective departments; justify before Congress budget requests 

as approved by the President; and administer the funds made available for maintaining, equipping, and training the 

forces of their respective departments, including those assigned to combatant commands. The budget submissions to the 

Secretary of Defense by the Military Departments will be prepared on the basis, among other things, of 

recommendations of combatant commanders and of Service component commanders of forces assigned to combatant 

commands.  

 

• To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques, and organization; and develop and procure weapons, equipment, and 

supplies essential to the fulfillment of the functions assigned by Chapter 6, title 10, United States Code and by 

Department of Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the Department of Defense and Its Major Components. 

 

• To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and maintain bases and other installations, including lines of communications, 

and to provide administrative and logistic support for all forces and bases unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 

Defense.  

 

• To provide, as directed, such forces, military missions, and detachments for service in foreign countries as may be 

required to support the national interest of the United States.  

 

• To assist in training and equipping the military forces of foreign nations.  

 

• To provide, as directed, administrative and logistic support to the headquarters of combatant commands, to include 

direct support of the development and acquisition of the command and control system of such headquarters.  

 

• To assist each other in the accomplishment of their respective functions, including the provisions of personnel, 

intelligence, training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services.  

 

•  To prepare and submit, in coordination with other Military Departments, mobilization information to the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 

To provide, as directed, such forces, military 

missions, and detachments for service in 

foreign countries as may be required to 

support the national interest of the United 

States.  



Common Functions of the 

Military Departments 

• To prepare forces and establish reserves of manpower, equipment, and supplies for the effective prosecution of war 

and military operations other than war and plan for the expansion of peacetime components to meet the needs of war.  

 

• To maintain in readiness mobile reserve forces, properly organized, trained, and equipped for employment in an 

emergency.  

 

• To provide adequate, timely, and reliable intelligence and counterintelligence for the Military Departments and other 

agencies as directed by competent authority  

 

• To recruit, organize, train, and equip interoperable forces for assignment to combatant commands.  

 

• To prepare and submit programs and budgets for their respective departments; justify before Congress budget requests 

as approved by the President; and administer the funds made available for maintaining, equipping, and training the 

forces of their respective departments, including those assigned to combatant commands. The budget submissions to the 

Secretary of Defense by the Military Departments will be prepared on the basis, among other things, of 

recommendations of combatant commanders and of Service component commanders of forces assigned to combatant 

commands.  

 

• To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques, and organization; and develop and procure weapons, equipment, and 

supplies essential to the fulfillment of the functions assigned by Chapter 6, title 10, United States Code and by 

Department of Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the Department of Defense and Its Major Components. 

 

• To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and maintain bases and other installations, including lines of communications, 

and to provide administrative and logistic support for all forces and bases unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 

Defense.  

 

• To provide, as directed, such forces, military missions, and detachments for service in foreign countries as may be 

required to support the national interest of the United States.  

 

• To assist in training and equipping the military forces of foreign nations.  

 

• To provide, as directed, administrative and logistic support to the headquarters of combatant commands, to include 

direct support of the development and acquisition of the command and control system of such headquarters.  

 

• To assist each other in the accomplishment of their respective functions, including the provisions of personnel, 

intelligence, training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services.  

 

•  To prepare and submit, in coordination with other Military Departments, mobilization information to the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 

To assist in training and equipping the 

military forces of foreign nations. 

 



Common Functions of the 

Military Departments 

• To prepare forces and establish reserves of manpower, equipment, and supplies for the effective prosecution of war 

and military operations other than war and plan for the expansion of peacetime components to meet the needs of war.  

 

• To maintain in readiness mobile reserve forces, properly organized, trained, and equipped for employment in an 

emergency.  

 

• To provide adequate, timely, and reliable intelligence and counterintelligence for the Military Departments and other 

agencies as directed by competent authority  

 

• To recruit, organize, train, and equip interoperable forces for assignment to combatant commands.  

 

• To prepare and submit programs and budgets for their respective departments; justify before Congress budget requests 

as approved by the President; and administer the funds made available for maintaining, equipping, and training the 

forces of their respective departments, including those assigned to combatant commands. The budget submissions to the 

Secretary of Defense by the Military Departments will be prepared on the basis, among other things, of 

recommendations of combatant commanders and of Service component commanders of forces assigned to combatant 

commands.  

 

• To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques, and organization; and develop and procure weapons, equipment, and 

supplies essential to the fulfillment of the functions assigned by Chapter 6, title 10, United States Code and by 

Department of Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the Department of Defense and Its Major Components. 

 

• To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and maintain bases and other installations, including lines of communications, 

and to provide administrative and logistic support for all forces and bases unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 

Defense.  

 

• To provide, as directed, such forces, military missions, and detachments for service in foreign countries as may be 

required to support the national interest of the United States.  

 

• To assist in training and equipping the military forces of foreign nations.  

 

• To provide, as directed, administrative and logistic support to the headquarters of combatant commands, to include 

direct support of the development and acquisition of the command and control system of such headquarters.  

 

• To assist each other in the accomplishment of their respective functions, including the provisions of personnel, 

intelligence, training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services.  

 

•  To prepare and submit, in coordination with other Military Departments, mobilization information to the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 

To provide, as directed, administrative and 

logistic support to the headquarters of 

combatant commands, to include direct 

support of the development and acquisition 

of the command and control system of such 

headquarters.  

 



Common Functions of the 

Military Departments 

• To prepare forces and establish reserves of manpower, equipment, and supplies for the effective prosecution of war 

and military operations other than war and plan for the expansion of peacetime components to meet the needs of war.  

 

• To maintain in readiness mobile reserve forces, properly organized, trained, and equipped for employment in an 

emergency.  

 

• To provide adequate, timely, and reliable intelligence and counterintelligence for the Military Departments and other 

agencies as directed by competent authority  

 

• To recruit, organize, train, and equip interoperable forces for assignment to combatant commands.  

 

• To prepare and submit programs and budgets for their respective departments; justify before Congress budget requests 

as approved by the President; and administer the funds made available for maintaining, equipping, and training the 

forces of their respective departments, including those assigned to combatant commands. The budget submissions to the 

Secretary of Defense by the Military Departments will be prepared on the basis, among other things, of 

recommendations of combatant commanders and of Service component commanders of forces assigned to combatant 

commands.  

 

• To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques, and organization; and develop and procure weapons, equipment, and 

supplies essential to the fulfillment of the functions assigned by Chapter 6, title 10, United States Code and by 

Department of Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the Department of Defense and Its Major Components. 

 

• To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and maintain bases and other installations, including lines of communications, 

and to provide administrative and logistic support for all forces and bases unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 

Defense.  

 

• To provide, as directed, such forces, military missions, and detachments for service in foreign countries as may be 

required to support the national interest of the United States.  

 

• To assist in training and equipping the military forces of foreign nations.  

 

• To provide, as directed, administrative and logistic support to the headquarters of combatant commands, to include 

direct support of the development and acquisition of the command and control system of such headquarters.  

 

• To assist each other in the accomplishment of their respective functions, including the provisions of personnel, 

intelligence, training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services.  

 

•  To prepare and submit, in coordination with other Military Departments, mobilization information to the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 

To assist each other in the accomplishment 

of their respective functions, including the 

provisions of personnel, intelligence, 

training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and 

services. 



Common Functions of the 

Military Departments 

• To prepare forces and establish reserves of manpower, equipment, and supplies for the effective prosecution of war 

and military operations other than war and plan for the expansion of peacetime components to meet the needs of war.  

 

• To maintain in readiness mobile reserve forces, properly organized, trained, and equipped for employment in an 

emergency.  

 

• To provide adequate, timely, and reliable intelligence and counterintelligence for the Military Departments and other 

agencies as directed by competent authority  

 

• To recruit, organize, train, and equip interoperable forces for assignment to combatant commands.  

 

• To prepare and submit programs and budgets for their respective departments; justify before Congress budget requests 

as approved by the President; and administer the funds made available for maintaining, equipping, and training the 

forces of their respective departments, including those assigned to combatant commands. The budget submissions to the 

Secretary of Defense by the Military Departments will be prepared on the basis, among other things, of 

recommendations of combatant commanders and of Service component commanders of forces assigned to combatant 

commands.  

 

• To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques, and organization; and develop and procure weapons, equipment, and 

supplies essential to the fulfillment of the functions assigned by Chapter 6, title 10, United States Code and by 

Department of Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the Department of Defense and Its Major Components. 

 

• To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and maintain bases and other installations, including lines of communications, 

and to provide administrative and logistic support for all forces and bases unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 

Defense.  

 

• To provide, as directed, such forces, military missions, and detachments for service in foreign countries as may be 

required to support the national interest of the United States.  

 

• To assist in training and equipping the military forces of foreign nations.  

 

• To provide, as directed, administrative and logistic support to the headquarters of combatant commands, to include 

direct support of the development and acquisition of the command and control system of such headquarters.  

 

• To assist each other in the accomplishment of their respective functions, including the provisions of personnel, 

intelligence, training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services.  

 

•  To prepare and submit, in coordination with other Military Departments, mobilization information to the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff. 

To prepare and submit, in coordination with other 

Military Departments, mobilization information to 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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Service Component Commanders 

1.  Make recommendations to the JFC on the 

proper employment of the forces of the 

Service component. 

 

2.  Accomplish such operational missions as may 

be assigned. 

 

3.  Select and nominate specific units of the 

parent Service component for assignment to 

other subordinate forces. 

 

4.  Conduct joint training, including the training, 

as directed, of components of other Services in 

joint operations for which the Service 

component commander has or may be assigned 

primary responsibility, or for which the Service 

component’s facilities and capabilities are 

suitable. 



Service Component Commanders 

5.  Inform their JFC (and their combatant commander, if 

affected) of planning for changes in logistic support that 

would significantly affect operational capability or 

sustainability sufficiently early in the planning process for 

the JFC to evaluate the proposals prior to final decision or 

implementation. If the combatant commander does not 

approve the proposal and discrepancies cannot be resolved 

between the combatant commander and the Service 

component commander, the combatant commander will 

forward the issue through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff to the Secretary of Defense for resolution.  

 

6.  Develop program and budget requests that comply 

with combatant commander guidance on warfighting 

requirements and priorities. The Service component 

commander will provide to the combatant commander a 

copy of the program submission prior to forwarding it to 

the Service headquarters. The Service component 

commander will keep the combatant commander informed 

of the status of combatant commander requirements while 

Service programs are under development. 

 



Service Component Commanders 

7.  Inform the combatant commander of program and 

budget decisions that may affect joint operation 

planning.  

 

8.  Service component or force commanders in joint 

forces at any level within a combatant command 

are responsible to the combatant command level 

Service component commander for the following. 

- Internal administration and discipline. 

- Training in own Service doctrine, tactical methods, 

and techniques. 

- Logistic functions normal to the command, except 

as otherwise directed by higher authority. 

- Service intelligence matters and oversight of 

intelligence activities to ensure compliance with the 

laws, policies, and directives. 



Service Component Commanders 

9.  Communication with a Service Chief.  

Unless otherwise directed by the combatant 

commander, the Service component 

commander will communicate through the 

combatant command on those matters over 

which the combatant commander exercises 

COCOM. On Service-specific matters 

such as personnel, administration, and unit 

training, the Service component 

commander will normally communicate 

directly with the Service Chief, informing 

the combatant commander as the combatant 

commander directs. 



• Responsible for employing forces; operational tasks. 

• Resource link between CINC and service. 

• Executes budget in support of CINC IPLs . 

• Usually a MACOM(*) 

USASOC* USAREUR* USARCENT USARSO* 

USARPAC* USARSPACE FORSCOM* MTMC* 

Army Component 

Commands 

Army Component Commands 



• Responsible for employing forces; operational tasks. 

• Resource link between CINC and service. 

• Executes budget in support of CINC IPLs . 

• Usually a MACOM(*) 

USASOC* USAREUR* USARCENT USARSO* 

USARPAC* USARSPACE FORSCOM* MTMC* 

Army Component 

Commands 

Army Component Commands 

U.S. Army Special Operations 

Command 



• Responsible for employing forces; operational tasks. 

• Resource link between CINC and service. 

• Executes budget in support of CINC IPLs . 

• Usually a MACOM(*) 

USASOC* USAEUR* USARCENT USARSO* 

USARPAC* USARSPACE FORSCOM* MTMC* 

Army Component 

Commands 

Army Component Commands 

U.S. Army Europe 



• Responsible for employing forces; operational tasks. 

• Resource link between CINC and service. 

• Executes budget in support of CINC IPLs . 

• Usually a MACOM(*) 

USASOC* USAREUR* USARCENT USARSO* 

USARPAC* USARSPACE FORSCOM* MTMC* 

Army Component 

Commands 

Army Component Commands 

U.S. Army Central Command 



• Responsible for employing forces; operational tasks. 

• Resource link between CINC and service. 

• Executes budget in support of CINC IPLs . 

• Usually a MACOM(*) 

USASOC* USAREUR* USARCENT USARSO* 

USARPAC* USARSPACE FORSCOM* MTMC* 

Army Component 

Commands 

Army Component Commands 

U.S. Army South 



• Responsible for employing forces; operational tasks. 

• Resource link between CINC and service. 

• Executes budget in support of CINC IPLs . 

• Usually a MACOM(*) 

USASOC* USAREUR* USARCENT USARSO* 

USAPAC* USARSPACE FORSCOM* MTMC* 

Army Component 

Commands 

Army Component Commands 

U.S. Army Pacific 



• Responsible for employing forces; operational tasks. 

• Resource link between CINC and service. 

• Executes budget in support of CINC IPLs . 

• Usually a MACOM(*) 

USASOC* USAREUR* USARCENT USARSO* 

USARPAC* USARSPACE FORSCOM* MTMC* 

Army Component 

Commands 

Army Component Commands 

Army Space and Missile 

Defense Command 



• Responsible for employing forces; operational tasks. 

• Resource link between CINC and service. 

• Executes budget in support of CINC IPLs . 

• Usually a MACOM(*) 

USASOC* USAREUR* USARCENT USARSO* 

USARPAC* USARSPACE FORSCOM* MTMC* 

Army Component 

Commands 

Army Component Commands 

Forces Command 



• Responsible for employing forces; operational tasks. 

• Resource link between CINC and service. 

• Executes budget in support of CINC IPLs . 

• Usually a MACOM(*) 

USASOC* USAREUR* USARCENT USARSO* 

USARPAC* USARSPACE FORSCOM* MTMC* 

Army Component 

Commands 

Army Component Commands 

Military Traffic Management 

Command 
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